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The practice Merav Sodaey (bom 1970) develops, while
responding to terror through art, is yet another attempt at art
as therapy. Sodaey takes images of buses after they have
been blown up and translates them into her own imaginary
grotesque fairyland (Figure 2). Her Line 32a is based on a press
photograph of the 32a bus line after it was blown up in
Jerusalem in June 2002. This overly familiar news image of the
smoking skeleton of what was once a bus, with its massacred
passengers laid out in rows of black plastic hag:s. turns it into
a glittering, shimmering and seductive scene. ‘There is a
chilling contrast between the content and the form, between
the subject matter and the decorative aesthetics of the work,
which makes it almost unbearable’, says curator Tami Katz
Freiman (Freiman). The detailed reconstruction of Sodaey, like
the Zaka organisation, an ultra-orthodox group which
voluntarily handles the remains of victims of terror acts, and
which has made itself responsible for cleansing the *scene’ by
obsessively collecting all the remains of flesh for burial,
translates horror into kitsch. At first glance her artwork looks
like a beautiful work of pointillism, and indeed there are
visible traces of this technique when she uses felt-tip pens on
silk paper. Sodaey gives the impression that she is not only
hoping to heal herself through art, but that she is also, like

Weinstein, dealing with the trauma head on.
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